LORD   IRWIN,   EARL   OF   HALIFAX
1926-1931
T^DWARD FREDERICK LINDLEY WOOD, later
JL^ Lord Irwin and Earl of Halifax, was born on 16th
April 1881, at Powderham Castle, Devon, the fourth son of
diaries, 2nd Viscount Halifax, by Lady Agnes Elizabeth
Courtenay, only daughter of William, llth Earl of Devon.
The Woods had been established in the West Riding of
Yorkshire since the early seventeenth century and were the
owners of considerable agricultural and coal-mining estates.
The 1st viscount, Sir Charles Wood, had been a'distin-
guished Whig statesman, and after taking a double first
at Oxford had sat in the House of Commons for forty years
and been successively Chancellor of the Exchequer,
President of the Board of Control, First Lord of the
Admiralty, Secretary of State for India and Lord Privy
Seal, until he was raised to the peerage in 1866. A man
of wide repute and influence, with a thorough knowledge
of Indian affairs which he had managed in London in the
days of the East India Company and of the Crown, before
and after the Mutiny, he lived to the.age of eighty-four..
His son, the 2nd viscount, .who lived, to the age of.
ninety-four, was a staunch and prominent High Church-
man, an Ecclesiastical Commissioner and President of the
English Church Union for forty years, a greatly respected
figure in Yorkshire*
Edward Wood while still a boy became his father's
heir by the death of his three elder brothers. He was
educated at Eton and" Christ Church, where, like his grand-
father* he took first-class Honours, and was then elected
a Fellow of All Souls. In 1909 he married Lady Dorothy
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